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(54) Method of assessing environmental load and apparatus of doing the same 



(57) There is provided an apparatus for assessing 
one of total environmental load of an object product and 
an amount of each of constituents of an object product, 
characterized by (a) at least one first unit (20) collecting 
first data about environmental load at each of nodes 
relating to the object product, and (b) a second unit (10) 
retrieving the first data stored in the first unit (20), and 
calculating the total environmental load of the object 
product or the amount of each of constituents of the 
object product, based on the first data. The apparatus 
makes it possible to input data about environmental 
toad with ease relative to a conventional apparatus, and 
also to assess environmental load about a product com- 
prised of a plurality of parts. 



FIG.6 



13. 



12> 



6BCTV3N 



22 



10 



20 



CM 
< 

CO 

to 
o> 

o 

Q. 

LU 



Primed by Xanax (UK) Business Services 
2.16.7/3.6 



1 



EP0 964 349 A2 



2 



Description 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 5 

[0001 ] The invention relates to a method and an appa- 
ratus for assessing environmental load of a product and 
more particularly to a method and an apparatus for 
assessing environmental load of a product over a life- io 
time thereof from fabrication to disposal thereof. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE RELATED ART 

[0002] It is presently required to accurately assess is 
influence exerted by various products including indus- 
trial products, on an environment, and reduce environ- 
mental load, in view of preservation of the global 
environment. 

[0003] Conventional assessment of environmental 20 
load of a certain product has been carried out by check- 
ing presence or absence and an amount of hazardous 
materials only in a part of steps of fabricating the prod- 
uct. However, such a conventional method cannot pro- 
vide accurate assessment, if environmental load is to be 25 
assessed about an amount of carbon dioxide and waste 
heat, which is just small in each of fabrication steps, but 
cannot be ignored over all the fabrication steps. 
[0004] in addition, environmental load cannot be 
ignored for some products in circulation, use and dis- 30 
posal thereof However, the above-mentioned conven- 
tional method cannot be applied to such products. 
[0005] In order to reduce environmental load, it would 
be necessary to design a product taking into considera- 
tion environmental load over a life cycle of a product 35 
from fabrication to disposal thereof In order to make it 
possible to design a product in such a manner, it is nec- 
essary to quantify environmental load over a life cycle of 
a product. As a method of assessing environmental 
load over a life cycle of a product, there has been known 40 
a method called life cycle assessment (hereinafter, 
referred to simply as "LCA"). 

[0006] One of LCAs is a pile-up process, wherein a life 
cycle of a product from fabrication to disposal thereof is 
separated into nodes such as selection of raw material, 45 
fabrication of raw material, fabrication of a product, use 
of a product, and disposal of a product. All nodes are 
defined as being connected to one another in a line. 
Environmental load in each of nodes is separately 
measured, and the thus measured environmental loads so 
are summed to thereby obtain total environmental load 
of an object product. 

[0007] Fig. 1 illustrates an example of a model used in 
the above-mentioned pile-up process, which model is 
comprised of a plurality of nodes connected to one ss 
another in a line. Fig 1 illustrates nodes relating to a 
product A. Namely, a node 60 of gathering raw material, 
a node 61 of making raw material, a node 62 of fabricat- 



ing a product A, a node 63 of using a product A, and a 
node 64 of disposing a product A are all connected to a 
product A in a line. 

[0008] For instance, Japanese Unexamined Patent 
Publication No. 7-121588 has suggested a method of 
assessing environmental load, based on life cycle 
assessment. In this method, there are calculated envi- 
ronmental load in fabrication nodes from gathering raw 
material to fabricating a final product, environmental 
load in practical use nodes wherein a product is sold in 
a market, and practically used by a user, and environ- 
mental load in waste nodes wherein a product is wasted 
and decomposed for recycling, and then, those environ- 
mental load are summed. Each of the environmental 
loads in both practical use and waste nodes is com- 
prised of first load in each of the nodes and second load 
in steps of fabricating a product or products to be used 
in each of the nodes, and the first and second loads are 
both measured in the method. Furthermore, environ- 
mental load is measured based on both an input coeffi- 
cient matrix obtained from an input-output table and a 
unit vector of environmental load. 
[0009] The method suggested in Japanese Unexam- 
ined Patent Publication No. 7-121588 uses an input-out- 
put table which is used in economics, taking into 
consideration that it is quite difficult to find raw materials 
necessary for fabricating a final product, in every node. 
[0010] If such a model as illustrated in Fig. 1 in which 
a plurality of nodes are connected to one another in a 
line is to be used, it would be almost impossible to 
assess environmental load of an electric or mechanical 
product constituted of a plurality of parts. Hence, the 
inventor has suggested a method of assessing environ- 
mental load of an object product in Japanese Unexam- 
ined Patent Publication No. 7-31 1760. In the suggested 
method, a relation between unit steps is represented in 
a tree structure where an object product is represented 
by a root, and a unit or single step is represented by a 
node. Such a tree structure is made for both steps relat- 
ing to fabrication of the object product and steps of dis- 
posal of the object product. Total environmental load of 
the object product is calculated based on environmental 
load measured in each of unit steps. 
[001 1 ] Fig. 2 illustrates an example of a tree structure 
model. In the illustrated tree structure model, it is 
assumed that a product A is constituted of a part D and 
a part E. Nodes 72 and 75 of fabricating the parts D and 
E are located in parallel upstream of a node 71 of fabri- 
cating the product A. A node 74 of gathering raw mate- 
rial B of which the part D is constituted and a node 73 of 
transporting the raw material B are located upstream of 
the node 72 of fabricating the part D. Similarly, a node 
77 of gathering raw material C of which the part E is 
constituted and a node 76 of transporting the raw mate- 
rial C are located upstream of the node 75 of fabricating 
the part E. 

[0012] In the illustrated tree structure model, it is also 
assumed that the product A is decomposed into a 
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decomposition F and a decomposition Q. A node 78 of 
using the product A, a node 79 of transporting the prod- 
uct B, and a node 80 of decomposing the product A are 
located downstream of the product A. In addition, a 
node 81 of disposing the decomposition F and a node 
82 of disposing the decomposition G are located in par- 
allel downstream of the node 80 of decomposing the 
product A. 

[0013] Fig. 3 is a block diagram of a structure of an 
apparatus for assessing environmental load, suggested 
in the above-mentioned Japanese Unexamined Patent 
Publication No. 7-311760. The illustrated apparatus is 
used for assessing influence to environment over a life 
cycle of a product from fabrication to disposal of an 
object product. As mentioned above, a life cycle of an 
object product is divided into unit nodes from fabrication 
to disposal. The illustrated apparatus measures envi- 
ronmental load in each of unit nodes, and sums the thus 
measured environmental loads to thereby calculate 
total environmental load of an object product 
[0014] As illustrated in Fig. 3, the apparatus is com- 
prised of an input section 51 through which data used 
for calculation of environmental load is input, a data- 
storing section 52 storing data having been input 
through the input section 51 . a calculating section 53 
which calculates total environmental load of an object 
product, and an output section 54 which outputs data 
about each of unit steps and the thus calculated total 
environmental load of an object product. 
[001 5] The input section 51 receives data about con- 
tent of each of unit steps, data about a relation among 
unit steps, environmental load subjects occurring in 
each of unit steps, and environmental loads in the envi- 
ronmental load subjects. 

[001 6] The data-storing section 52 stores the subjects 
and environmental loads having been input through the 
input section 51 . 

[001 7] The calculating section 53 calculates total envi- 
ronmental load of an object product based on both a 
relation among unit steps, stored in the data-storing 
section 56 and environmental loads in each of unit 
steps. 

[001 8] Fig. 4A illustrates an example of data of a unit 
step relating to fabrication of an object product, stored in 
the data-storing section 56, and Fig. 4B illustrates an 
example of data of a unit step relating to disposal of an 
object product, stored in the data-storing section 56. 
[001 9] It is assumed that a product is composed of m 
raw materials in a target unit step in data illustrated in 
Fig. 4A. Data illustrated in Fig. 4A includes a name of 
the product, data 1-1 about the product, including data 
about fabrication steps, names of the m raw materials, n 
names of environmental load subjects, and n environ- 
mental loads. 

[0020] It is assumed that a product is decomposed 
into m decomposition materials in a target unit step in 
data illustrated in Fig. 4B. Data illustrated in Fig. 4A 
includes a name of the product, data 1 -I about the prod- 



uct, including data about decomposition steps, names 
of the m decomposition materials, n names of environ- 
mental load subjects, and n environmental loads. 
[0021 ] By storing data of every unit step, it is possible 

5 to describe a life cycle of an object product to be 
assessed, as a tree structure including a product as a 
center and fabrication and disposal nodes branching off 
from the product, and to calculate total environmental 
load of an object product, based on a relation among 

10 unit steps in the tree structure. 

[0022] In addition, the above-mentioned apparatus for 
assessing environmental load makes it possible to 
reuse environmental loads in unit steps, measured to 
assess a certain product, for assessing environmental 

is load of another product 

[0023] Japanese Unexamined Patent Publication No. 

7- 311792 has suggested an apparatus for assessing 
environmental load, including a computer-aided design 
(CAD) system, and a relational data base storing data 

20 about assembling and decomposing, and data about 
environment. According to the Publication, the sug- 
gested apparatus is superior in assembling and decom- 
posing, and makes it possible to design a product 
exerting small load on environment. 

25 [0024] Japanese Unexamined Patent Publication No. 
9-16663 has suggested an apparatus of assessing 
environmental load having the same structure as that of 
the apparatus illustrated in Fig. 3, but further including a 
storing section for storing image data therein to thereby 

30 make it possible to facilitate to readily grasp each step, 
and to prevent an error in data input. 
[0025] Japanese Unexamined Patent Publication No. 

8- 161399 has suggested an apparatus for assessing 
environmental load, including an input section through 

35 which basic data is input, a first memory storing the 
basic data having been input through the input section, 
a second memory storing a coefficient indicative of a 
degree to which a man exerts an influence on environ- 
ment means for calculating environmental capacity 

40 based on the basic data stored in the first memory and 
the coefficient stored in the second memory, and means 
for outputting a result of calculation. 
[0026] However, the above-mentioned apparatuses of 
assessing environmental load are all accompanied with 

45 a problem that a step of inputting data about environ- 
mental load having been collected to assess environ- 
mental load is quite complicated. All of the above- 
mentioned apparatuses include a data base and the 
like, and stores data about environmental load into the 

so data base. 

[0027] Data about environmental load to be stored in 
the data base is generally collected in a line of fabricat- 
ing products, a line of fabricating parts, and/or a line of 
wasting or recycling products. These lines at which data 

55 about environmental load is collected are separate 
away from one another, and are generally separate from 
a location at which assessment of environmental load is 
actually carried out by means of a data base. 
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[0028] Hence, such conventional apparatuses for 
assessing environmental load as mentioned above 
requires data to be transfer and to be input into a data 
base in the form of paper, resulting in that a step of stor- 
ing data about environmental load cannot avoid being 5 
complicated. In particular, if environmental load of a 
product constituted of a mass of parts, such as an auto- 
mobile and a personal computer, is to be assessed by 
means of the above-mentioned conventional appara- 
tuses, work-volume of collecting data about environ- 10 
mental load becomes quite vast, and accordingly, it 
would not be practical to collect such data. 
[0029] Fig. 5 illustrates a tree structure model of a life 
cycle of a personal computer. In Fig. 5, a rectangle hav- 
ing four sides of uniform thickness indicates a node, and 15 
a rectangle having upper and lower sides of greater 
thickness indicates a product. 

[0030] A final step in fabrication of a personal compu- 
ter is a step of assembling a body a hard disc drive 
(HDD), a substrate or mother board, and a power unit 20 
various steps such as a step of fabricating a hard disc 
drive and a power unit are located upstream of the step 
of fabricating a personal computer. 
[0031 ] A step of disposing a used personal computer 
includes a step of dissembling a personal computer in 25 
open loop recycle and a step of recovering gold from 
integrated circuits (IC), and further includes a step of 
finally disposing a personal computer as a waste. When 
a personal computer is disposed as a waste, it is neces- 
sary to grasp an amount of material which might be poi- 30 
sonous in dependence on how it is disposed, such as 
lead (Pb). When gold is to be recovered, it would be 
necessary to grasp an amount of gold used in a per- 
sonal computer. Thus, it is important to grasp an 
amount of constituents of an object product, such as 35 
gold and lead in the above-mentioned example, when 
environmental load is to be assessed. 
[0032] Turning to fabrication of a present personal 
computer, a personal computer manufacturer may fabri- 
cate a body and a mother board by itself but generally 40 
asks parts manufactures to fabricate a hard disc drive 
and a power unit. Though a personal computer manu- 
facturer determines some items in a specification, such 
as performances of a hard disc drive and a power unit 
other items are often entrusted to a part manufacturer. 45 
[0033] Accordingly, a personal computer manufac- 
turer is not familiar with parts actually used in a hard 
disc drive or a power unit, and hence, is not familiar also 
with power consumption and an amount of carbon diox- 
ide in fabrication of a hard disc drive, and power con- so 
sumption in fabrication of parts constituting a hard disc 
drive. 

[0034] In addition, parts constituting a hard disc drive 
are often changed. For instance, configuration of a cir- 
cuit is often varied, and parts constituting the circuit are 55 
often changed to other parts. Hence, even if a personal 
computer manufacturer could get data about the above- 
mentioned matters from a part manufacturer, it would be 



almost impossible for a persona) computer manufac- 
turer to collect data about environmental load in steps 
upstream of a step of fabrication of a personal compu- 
ter, in order to carry out a life cycle assessment of a per- 
sonal computer. If a personal computer manufacturer 
could get such data, it would be often old. 
[0035] In order to carry out a life cycle assessment of 
a personal computer with respect to a step of disposal 
of a personal computer, it would be necessary to get 
data about steps upstream of a step of fabrication of a 
personal computer for recovering gold (Au) or grasping 
an amount of poisonous material such as lead (Pb). 
[0036] In the end, since a conventional apparatus of 
assessing environmental load carries out assessment 
on the assumption that a manufacturer of an object 
product such as an automobile and a personal compu- 
ter can collect and store all data about environmental 
load, the apparatus might not be able to carry out 
assessment for a product constituted of a lot of parts, 
because it would be much work-volume to collect all 
data about environmental load. 
[0037] In brief, conventional apparatuses of assessing 
environmental load are accompanied with problems 
that procedure for inputting data about environmental 
load collected to make environmental load assessment 
is quite complicated, and that the conventional appara- 
tuses cannot make environmental load assessment for 
a product constituted of a lot of parts, such as an auto- 
mobile and a personal computer. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0038] ft is an object of the present invention to pro- 
vide a method of assessing environmental load and an 
apparatus of doing the same, both of which can make 
environmental load assessment with ease relative to a 
conventional method and apparatus of doing the same, 
and can make environmental load assessment for a 
product constituted of a lot of parts, such as an automo- 
bile and a personal computer. 
[0039] In one aspect, there is provided a method of 
assessing one of total environmental load of an object 
product and an amount of each of constituents of an 
object product, characterized by the steps of (a) collect- 
ing first data about environmental load at each of loca- 
tions at which nodes relating to the object product are to 
be carried out, and (b) retrieving the first data in accord- 
ance with a predetermined condition to thereby calcu- 
late the total environmental load or the amount of each 
of constituents 

[0040] In another aspect of the present invention, 
there is provided an apparatus for an apparatus for 
assessing one of total environmental load of an object 
product and an amount of each of constituents of an 
object product, characterized by (a) at least one first unit 
collecting first data about environmental load at each of 
nodes relating to the object product, and (b) a second 
unit retrieving the first data stored in the first unit, and 
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calculating the total environmental load of the object 
product or the amount of each of constituents of the 
object product, based on the first data. 
[0041] The advantages obtained by the aforemen- 
tioned present invention will be described hereinbelow. s 
[0042] In accordance with the present invention, the 
apparatus of assessing environmental load is com- 
prised of the first and second units, and the second unit 
may be designed to be able to retrieve data about envi- 
ronmental load stored in the first unit. As a result, it is 10 
possible to locate the first unit far away from the second 
unit, namely, it is possible to locate the first unit in a 
location where data about environmental load is to be 
collected, such as a line of fabricating a product a line 
of fabricating a part, and a line of disposing or recycling 15 
a product. Thus, the apparatus of assessing environ- 
mental load in accordance with the present invention 
makes it possible to input or update data about environ- 
mental load with ease. 

[0043] In addition, since the first unit can be independ- 20 
ently controlled, data about environmental load can be 
readily updated, and hence, it would be possible to 
make environmental load assessment with accuracy, 
based on updated data about environmental load. 
[0044] In accordance with the present invention, the 25 
first unit can be installed in a line of fabricating a product 
or a part or a line of disposing or recycling a product. 
Hence, it is possible automatically collect data about 
environmental load, resulting in that data about environ- 
mental load can be efficiently collected. 30 
[0045] In accordance with the present invention, data 
about environmental load or first data may be designed 
to include the second data for retrieving data about envi- 
ronmental load in other node to which each of nodes 
has a direct link. When assessment of total environmen- 35 
tal load is to be made, first data directly associated with 
an object product is retrieved in accordance with a pre- 
determined condition, and other first data is recursively 
retrieved based on second data included in first data 
having been retrieved. Hence, even if different part 40 
manufacturers fabricate parts of the first unit, it is possi- 
ble to swiftly and accurately calculate total environmen- 
tal load without knowledge as to where data about 
environmental load in each of nodes is. 

45 

BRIEF PESCR1PTIQN QF THE PRAW1NGS 
[0046] 

Fig. 1 illustrates an example of a model used in pile- so 
up process in life cycle assessment. 
Fig. 2 illustrates an example of a conventional tree 
structure model. 

Fig. 3 is a block diagram of a conventional appara- 
tus of assessing environmental load. ss 
Figs. 4A and 4B each illustrates an example of data 
stored in the apparatus illustrated in Fig. 3. 
Fig. 5 illustrates a life cycle model of a personal 



8 

computer, constructed by a conventional tree struc- 
ture model. 

Fig. 6 is a block diagram of an apparatus of assess- 
ing environmental load in accordance with the first 
embodiment of the present invention. 
Fig. 7 is a block diagram of an apparatus of assess- 
ing environmental load in accordance with the sec- 
ond embodiment of the present invention. 
Fig. 8 illustrates an example of data stored in the 
apparatus illustrated in Fig. 7. 
Fig. 9 is a block diagram of an apparatus of assess- 
ing environmental load in accordance with the third 
embodiment of the present invention. 
Fig. 10 illustrates an example of data stored in the 
apparatus illustrated in Fig. 9. 
Fig. 1 1 illustrates a model of a node. 
Fig. 12 is a flow chart of a method of analyzing envi- 
ronmental load. 

Fig. 1 3 illustrates a model of a system for assessing 
environmental load through a network system. 
Figs. 14A to 14C illustrate examples of displayed 
images in a screen. 

Figs. 15A to 15B illustrate examples of displayed 
images in a screen. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODI- 
MENTS 

[First Embodiment] 

[0047] Fig. 6 is a block diagram illustrating a structure 
of an apparatus of assessing environmental load in 
accordance with the first embodiment of the present 
invention. 

[0048] The apparatus is comprised of a first unit 20 
and a second unit 10. The first unit 20 is comprised of 
an input section 21 through which data about environ- 
mental load is input into the first unit 20. and a data-stor- 
ing section 22 stores data about environmental load 
having been input through the input section 21. The 
second unit 10 is comprised of an input section 11 
through which a condition for retrieval is input into the 
first unit 10, a retrieving section 12 which retrieves data 
about environmental load, an assessing section 13 
which assesses environmental load, and an output sec- 
tion 14 which outputs a result of the assessment. 
[0049] As illustrated in Fig. 6. the first and second 
units 20 and 10 are separate from each other. The 
retrieving section 12 of the first unit 10 is designed to be 
able to retrieve data stored in the data-storing section 
22 of the first unit 20. 

[0050] In the second unit 10, the input section 11 
receives a condition for retrieving data used for assess- 
ing environmental load. The retrieving section 12 
retrieves data stored in the data-storing section 22, in 
accordance with the condition having been input 
through the input section 1 1 . The assessing section 13 
carries out assessment about environmental load on an 
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object product, based on a result transmitted from the 
retrieving section 12, to thereby calculate total environ- 
mental load of an object product. The output section 14 
displays and outputs the total environmental load hav- 
ing been calculated by the assessing section 1 3. 
[0051 ] The input section 2 1 of the first unit 20 receives 
data about environmental load to be used for assessing 
environmental load. The data-storing section 22 stores 
data about environmental load having been input 
through the input section 21 . 

[0052] The first unit 20 is placed at a location where 
data about environmental load is to be collected, such 
as a line of fabricating a product, a line of fabricating a 
part and a line of disposing or recycling a product. In 
addition, it would be possible to automatically collect 
data about environmental load by equipping the first unit 
20 to a fabrication, disposal or recycling equipment. 

[Second Embodiment] 

[0053] Fig. 7 is a block diagram illustrating a structure 
of an apparatus of assessing environmental load in 
accordance with the second embodiment of the present 
invention. 

[0054] The apparatus is comprised of a plurality of first 
units 20 and a single second unit 10. The first units 20 
and the second unit 10 are connected to one another 
through a network system 30. The first and second units 
20 and 10 have the same structure as those of the first 
and second units 20 and 10 in the first embodiment. 
[0055] In the second embodiment, the first units 20 
are places at a plurality of locations. For instance, the 
first units 20 are placed in a line of fabricating a product, 
a line of fabricating a part, and a line of disposing or 
recycling a product. 

[0056] In operation, the retrieving section 12 of the 
second unit 10 retrieves and collects data about envi- 
ronmental load, stored in the storing sections 20 of the 
first units 20, through the network system 30, in accord- 
ance with a condition for retrieval having been input 
through the input section 10. The assessing section 13 
calculates total environmental load of an object product, 
based on the thus collected data about environmental 
load. 

[0057] Hereinbelow is explained an example of the 
above-mentioned first and second embodiments. In this 
example, an amount of carbon dioxide emitted in fabri- 
cation of a product is analyzed for making life cycle 
assessment (LCA). 

[0058] Fig. 8 illustrates an example of data stored in 
the data-storing section 20 of the first unit 20. The data- 
storing section 22 stores environmental load subjects in 
each of locations at which environmental load is meas- 
ured, values of such environmental load subjects, and a 
group of unit. The environmental load subjects include 
an amount of carbon dioxide, BOD (biochemical oxygen 
demand), an amount of solid waste, resource consump- 
tion, and energy consumption. The values of the envi- 



ronmental load subjects are input to the data-storing 
section 22 through the input section 21 . 
[0059] The apparatus of assessing environmental 
load in accordance with the first embodiment operates 
s as follows for analyzing an amount of carbon dioxide 
generated in fabrication of a product. 
[0060] With reference to Fig. 6, first, a condition for 
retrieval, an amount of carbon dioxide, is input to the 
input section 1 1 of the second unit 1 0. Then, the retriev- 
io ing section 12 retrieves a value and a unit of an amount 
of carbon dioxide, both stored in the data-storing sec- 
tion 22 of the first unit 20. The result of retrieval is trans- 
mitted to the assessing section 13, and then, displayed 
in the output section 14. 
is [0061] The apparatus of assessing environmental 
toad in accordance with the second embodiment oper- 
ates as follows for analyzing an amount of carbon diox- 
ide generated in fabrication of a product. 
[0062] With reference to Fig, 7, first, a condition for 
retrieval, an amount of carbon dioxide, is input to the 
input section 1 1 of the second unit 10. At the same time, 
one or more first unit 20 in which data is to be retrieved 
is(are) designated. Then, the retrieving section 12 suc- 
cessively retrieves a value and a unit of an amount of 
carbon dioxide, both stored in the data-storing section 
22 of the designated first unit(s) 20. The assessing sec- 
tion 13 sums the thus retrieved amount of carbon diox- 
ide. Then, the result is displayed in the output section 1 4 
of the second unit 10. 

[0063] The apparatus of assessing environmental 
load in accordance with the above-mentioned first and 
second embodiments can make assessment on envi- 
ronmental load for an amount of air pollutants, an 
amount of water pollutants such as BOD, an amount of 
solid waste, resource consumption, and energy con- 
sumption, as well as an amount of carbon dioxide emis- 
sion. 

[0064] The apparatus of assessing environmental 
load in accordance with the above-mentioned first and 
second embodiments can also analyze an amount of 
raw materials or poisonous materials contained in a 
product as a part of other assessment of environmental 
load. 



[0065] Fig. 9 is a block diagram illustrating an appara- 
tus of assessing environmental load in accordance with 
the third embodiment. 

[0066] In the above-mentioned second embodiment, 
when the second unit 10 retrieves data about environ- 
mental load from a plurality of the first units 20 through 
the network system 30, it is premised that the second 
unit 10 knows which first unit stores data about environ- 
mental load that the second unit 10 intends to retrieve. 
However, as mentioned earlier, it is quite difficult to 
know in advance which first unit stores requisite data 
about environmental load, when assessment of envi- 
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ronmental load is to be made for a product constituted 
of a lot of parts, such as an automobile and a personal 
computer For instance, in fabrication of a personal com- 
puter, though a personal computer manufacturer knows 
a source of a hard disc drive and a power unit to be 
equipped in a personal computer which the personal 
computer manufacturer fabricates, and power con- 
sumption required for assembling a personal computer, 
the personal computer manufacturer does not know 
sources of individual parts constituting a hard disc drive, 
and hence, does not know where first units associated 
with individual parts are located. 
[0067] In the third embodiment, when assessment of 
environmental load is to be made on a certain product, 
data about environmental load is collected to a degree 
an operator knows. For instance, a manufacturer of a 
product would know a first source of parts and power 
consumption. Then, based on data included in the thus 
collected data about environmental load, data about 
environmental load in the next stages are collected. 
This step is repeated to thereby collect all requisite data 
about environmental load, necessary for making 
assessment of environmental load. 
[0068] With reference to Fig. 9, the apparatus of 
assessing environmental load in accordance with the 
third embodiment is comprised of a plurality of first units 
20 and a single third unit 15. The first units 20 are con- 
nected to the third unit 1 5 through which a network sys- 
tem 30 to which an address administration server 31 is 
connected. 

[0069] Each of the first units 20 has the same struc- 
ture as the structure of the first unit 20 in the first 
embodiment. Hie third unit 15 is comprised of a data- 
storing section 12a storing therein data about environ- 
mental load, a data-retrieving section 22a retrieving 
data stored in the data-storing section 12a, and an 
assessing section 13a assessing data having been 
retrieved by the data-retrieving section 22a. 
[0070] A terminal 16 of a client is electrically con- 
nected to the third unit 15. A condition for retrieval and 
data about environmental load are input into the third 
unit 15 through the client terminal 16, and a result of 
retrieval is output to the client terminal 16. 
[0071 ] The illustrated apparatus of assessing environ- 
mental load is designed to include a single third unit 15, 
but it should be noted that the apparatus may be 
designed to include a plurality of the third units 15. 
[0072] The third unit 15 is equivalent in function to a 
combination of the first and second unit 20 and 10 hav- 
ing been explained in the first embodiment. 
[0073] As will be obvious for those skilled in the art in 
view of the explanation having been made so far, the 
apparatus of assessing environmental load in accord- 
ance with the third embodiment is equivalent in function 
to the apparatus in accordance with the first embodi- 
ment. 

[0074] The data-retrieving section 22a retrieves the 
data-storing section 12a of the third unit 15 and the 



data-storing sections 22 of the first units 20 in accord- 
ance with the received condition for retrieval to thereby 
get requisite data about environmental load. 
[0075] The data-retrieving section 22a acts as a 

5 retrieving robot for carrying out retrieval on the network 
30. That is, the data-retrieving section 22a has a func- 
tion of retrieving next data about environmental load, 
. based on reference data or link data included in the 
retrieved data about environmental load. 

10 [0076] The assessing section 13a carries out assess- 
ment of environmental load on an object product, based 
on the result of retrieval having been carried out by the 
data-retrieving section 22a. 

[0077] The data-storing section 12a stores therein 
is data about environmental load, received from the client 
terminal 16. 

[0078] The client terminal 1 6 may be comprised of an 

ordinary personal computer, for instance. 

[0079] The address administration server 31 solves a 

20 network address in the same manner as that of a 
domain name system (DNS) server which is used to 
extract IP address from a domain name when a commu- 
nication is to be made on internet through transmission 
control protocol/internet protocol (TCP/IP). In the third 

25 embodiment, different network addresses are assigned 
to the third unit 15 and the first units 20. The address 
administration server 31 extracts a network address 
from first unit data included in data about environmental 
load. In the instant embodiment, an operator can selec- 

30 tively connect the third and first units 15 and 20 to the 
network system 30 by his/her intention. However, it is 
preferable that a certain organization assigns a network 
address to an operator in order to avoid duplication in a 
network address or a later mentioned first unit identifier, 

35 similarly to a case where a World Wide Web (WWW) 
server is connected to Internet. 
[0080] For instance, the third unit 1 5 may be placed in 
an office where assessment of environmental load is to 
be made, and the first units 20 may be placed in a line 

40 of fabricating an object product, in a manufacturer of 
parts and raw material of an object product, in a line of 
disposing or recycling an object product, or in a waste 
disposer of an object product. In the instant embodi- 
ment, a part manufacture where the first unit 20 is to be 

45 placed includes a manufacturer of a part used in a part 
directly used for fabrication of an object product, and a 
manufacturer of a part located upstream of the firstly 
mentioned part as well as a manufacturer of a part 
directly used for fabrication of an object product. The 

50 first units 20 are placed also at stages downstream of 
an object product, namely, in a first waste-disposer to a 
final waste-disposer. 

[0081 ] Since the third unit 1 5 has the same function as 
the function of the first unit 20, the third unit 15 may be 
55 placed in place of the first unit 20. 

[0082] At least one of the third and first units 15 and 
20 is placed in association with all nodes in a tree struc- 
ture model for life cycle assessment. 
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[0083] Though it seems that arrangement of the first 
units 20 in a plurality of locations costs much, the first 
units 20 are placed not for obtaining data about environ- 
mental load of a particular product, but for obtaining 
data about environmental load for each of nodes in the 
assumption that nodes of fabricating, processing, trans- 
porting and disposing a product are carried out at loca- 
tions where the first units 20 are placed. 
[0084] Hence, a common first unit 20 can be used, if 
products experience the same node, even though the 
products are different from one another. This means 
that assessment of environmental load on various prod- 
ucts can be readily carried out, if the first units 20 are 
placed entirely in a certain area. 
[0085] As is obvious in view of a later mentioned 
method, it is not always necessary for the third unit 15 to 
in advance know addresses of all the first units 20 for 
carrying out assessment of environmental load, and to 
know in advance existence of the first units 20. The 
instant embodiment makes it possible to get all requisite 
data about environmental load only by retrieved data 
about environmental load and address solution accom- 
plished by the address administration server 31 , when 
environmental toad assessment is to be actually carried 
out 

[0086] Fig. 10 illustrates an example of data stored in 
the data-storing sections 22 and 12a. Each data is iden- 
tified with a first unit identifier. Data is grouped into ref- 
erence data and characteristic data. The first unit 
identifier is assigned to each of the first and third units 
20 and 15 in order to distinguish them from one another. 
The first unit identifier is comprised of a figure and/or a 
row of letters. 

[0087] The reference data includes a relation with 
other first unit 20 or third unit 15. The reference data is 
comprised of a combination of a first unit identifying 
data and a coefficient. An identifier assigned to other 
first or third unit 20 or 15 is stored as the first unit iden- 
tifying data, and a figure indicative of a degree of contri- 
bution of data about environmental load stored in the 
first unit is stored as the coefficient 
[0088] For instance, it is now assumed that a product 
A is constituted of three parts B. The first units 20 
located in a line of fabricating the product A stores "B" 
as the first unit identifier, and further stores "3" as the 
coefficient. These first unit identifier and coefficient 
means that the number of the first units relating to the 
part B, which collects data about environmental load, is 
three. 

[0089] The characteristic data includes data about 
environmental load. For instance, environmental load 
subjects such as an amount of carbon dioxide, BOD 
(biochemical oxygen demand), an amount of solid 
waste, resource consumption, energy consumption, 
and content of material which may be poisonous, such 
as lead, values of the environmental load subjects, and 
a unit of the values are stored as the characteristic data. 
[0090] Fig. 1 1 illustrates a model of the nodes in the 



instant embodiment. Each of the nodes is separated 
into node data and structure data. 
[0091] The node data includes data relating to raw 
material, emission in a node, such as carbon dioxide, 

5 and material which is not contained in a product result- 
ing from a node, but is used in the node, such as refer- 
ence product and reference utility to be input into the 
node. For instance, an example of the lastly mentioned 
material is solvent for washing. 

10 [0092] The structure data includes data about a struc- 
ture of a reference product which is an output from a 
node. For instance, the structure data includes data as 
to how much weight of iron is contained in kilogram, or 
how much weight of lead is contained in gram. 

is [0093] In the instant embodiment, the data-storing 
sections 22 and 12a stores the above-mentioned node 
data and structure data as the characteristic data. 
[0094] Hereinbelow, steps of analyzing environmental 
load, to be earned out in the apparatus of assessing 

20 environmental load, are explained with reference to Fig. 
12. 

[0095] First, a first unit A storing data about environ- 
mental load of an object product A is retrieved to 
thereby obtain data indicative of a value vA and a unit 
26 uA of environmental load such as carbon dioxide emis- 
sion, in step 101. 

[0096] Then, a first unit identifier data B and a coeffi- 
cient cB both included in data about environmental load 
of the product A, stored in the first unit A, are retrieved, 
30 in step 102. 

[0097] Then, a value vB and a unit uB of environmen- 
tal load are retrieved in another first unit B which is des- 
ignated by the retrieved first unit identifier data B, in step 
103. 

35 [0098] Since the first unit is placed in each of loca- 
tions, there is possibility that the first units may have dif- 
ferent units of a value. Hence, it is checked as to 
whether the unit uA is equal to the unit uB, in step 104. 
[0099] If the unit uA is not equal to the unit uB (NO in 

40 step 104), the value vB is changed into a value in the 
unit uA, in step 105. 

[0100] Then, environmental load v is calculated in 
step 106 in accordance with the following equation. 

45 v = vA + vB x cB 

[01 01 ] Then, it is checked as to whether the first unit 
B stores therein another combination of first unit identi- 
fier data and a coefficient, in step 107. If such another 
so combination is not stored in the first unit B (NO in step 
107), the procedure ends. If such another combination 
is stored in the first unit B (YES in step 107), returning 
back to step 102, other first units are recursively 
retrieved. 

55 [01 02] The above-mentioned procedure is carried out 
for all combinations of first unit identifier data and a 
coefficient, stored in the first unit A. As a result, total 
environmental load of the product A can be calculated. 



8 



15 



EP0 964 349 A2 



16 



[0103] Hereinbelow the above-mentioned procedure 
is detailed in an example in which an amount of carbon 
dioxide (CO2) emission produced in fabrication of a 
product is measured, with reference to Fig. 13. In Fig. 
13, figures sandwiched between brackets [ ] indicate an 
order of steps in the procedure, arrows represented in a 
wide line indicate retrieval operation of an amount of 
carbon dioxide to be carried out by the retrieving section 
12a, and arrows represented in a thin line indicate other 
retrieval operations and data input/output operation. 
[0104] First, the third unit 15 receives a condition for 
retrieval from the client terminal 16 in step [1]. In this 
example, the condition for retrieval is an amount of car- 
bon dioxide emission. In response to receipt of the con- 
dition for retrieval, the retrieving section 12a of the third 
unit 15 retrieves the data-storing section 22a in step [2], 
to thereby obtain an amount of carbon dioxide emission 
as data about environmental load in step [3]. 
[0105] If an amount of carbon dioxide emission could 
be obtained at this stage, data indicative of the amount 
is returned to the client terminal 16 in step [4]. However, 
in general, an amount of carbon dioxide emission in 
entire fabrication steps cannot be obtained. Hence, the 
retrieving section 12a refers to first unit identifier data 
included in data about environmental load having been 
obtained in step [3], and inquires the address adminis- 
tration server 31a network address of the first unit 20 
associated with the first unit identifier data, in step [5]. 
Then, the retrieving section 12a retrieves the data-stor- 
ing section 22 of the first unit 20 identified by the 
address administration server 31 . in step [6], to thereby 
obtain an amount of carbon dioxide emission produced 
in the first unit 20, in step [7], 

[0106] The same procedure as mentioned above is 
repeated in other first units 20 in steps [8] to [10] to 
thereby obtain an amount of carbon dioxide emission 
produced in entire fabrication of an object product. The 
thus obtained amount of carbon dioxide emission is 
transferred to the client terminal 16 from the third unit 1 5 
in step [1 1]. Thus, a cycle of the procedure ends. 
[0107] In the above-mentioned example, an amount of 
carbon dioxide emission produced in entire fabrication 
steps of an object product is measured. In the same 
way, it is possible to measure an amount of carbon diox- 
ide emission produced in disposal of an object product, 
and an amount of carbon dioxide emission produced in 
fabrication of a particular part constituting an object 
product. In addition, environmental load with respect to 
environmental load subjects other than an amount of 
carbon dioxide emission can be obtained in the same 
manner as mentioned above. 

[01 08] In a case where the first units 20 are placed in 
a plurality of part manufacturers, and each of the part 
manufacturers fabricates a plurality of kinds of parts, it 
would be logically necessary to place the first unit 20 for 
every part or in every node, but it would be preferable to 
place a limited number of the first units 20 in each of 
part manufacturers. 



[01 09] In addition, it is necessary for first unit identifier 
data and first unit identifier in plurality of manufacturers 
not to be contradictory among one another. Hence, it is 
preferable for first unit identifier data and first unit identi- 

5 fier to include a name of a manufacturer and a number 
of a product, which ensures that the greater number of 
parts and nodes can be dealt with by the less number of 
the first units. Thus, when a limited number of the first 
units is placed in each of manufacturers, it is preferable 

to that the first units are physically identified through a net- 
work address, and are logically identified through a first 
unit identifier. 

[01 1 0] In the third embodiment, there is used a model 
illustrated in Fig. 11, which includes node data and 

15 structure data. The structure data can be designed to 
include data about how much weight of valuable recov- 
erable material such as gold is contained, and/or data 
about how much weigh of material such as lead which 
might be poisonous in dependence on how it is dis- 

20 posed is contained. Hence, the environmental load sub- 
jects may include gold, lead and so on. As a result, it 
would be possible to estimate an amount of recoverable 
gold in a product to be disposed, and an amount of lead 
contained in waste. 

25 [01 1 1 ] Hereinbelow, an example of inputting a condi- 
tion for retrieval to the client terminal 16 and displaying 
a retrieval result is explained. The client terminal 16 in 
the third embodiment is designed to input data into 
other terminals and display received data through 

30 graphical user interface (GUI). 

[01 1 2] Fig. 1 4A illustrates a scope through which one 
of environmental loads is selected. In the illustrated 
scope, a name of a manufacture is "ABC" and a name 
of a product is "C123", and one of product data, struc- 

35 ture data and node data can be selected through the 
scope. Herein, it is assumed that the product "C123" is 
a personal computer. The legend "Environmental Load 
Assessment System" located at the uppermost of the 
scope is a name of an apparatus of assessing environ- 
ed mental load and is a title of this scope. 

[0113] Selection can be made by clicking a desired 
subject by means of a pointing device such as a mouse. 
[01 1 4] The product data relates to steps of fabricating 
and decomposing an object product The structure data 

45 relates to constituent(s) of which an object product is 
composed, namely, content of an object product. The 
node data relates to material(s) which is not contained 
in an object product, but used in or disposed from steps 
of fabricating an object product The structure and node 

so data shown in Fig. 14A correspond to the structure and 
node data in the model illustrated in Fig. 12. 
[0115] It is now assumed that the structure data is 
selected in the scope illustrated in Fig. 14A. Then, there 
appears a scope illustrated in Fig. 14B. A condition for 

55 retrieval is selected through the scope illustrated in Fig. 
14B. If "All" is selected, structure data for an object 
product in its entirety is retrieved. On the other hand, if 
"Selection of Parts" is selected and then one of listed 
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parts is selected, structure data about the thus selected 
part is retrieved. 

[0116] For instance, if "HDD" is selected and then 
"Part 1 " and "Part 2" are selected, structure data about 
"Part 1" and "Part 2" constituting HDD is retrieved. 
[011 7] A right side portion of the scope is an area for 
selecting an environmental load subject to be retrieved. 
In the scope illustrated in Fig. 146, a part "HDD", "Cu" 
and "Pb" are selected. This means that data about 
amounts of copper (Cu) and lead (Pb) both contained in 
HDD are to be retrieved. Clicking a button labeled 
"Retrieval", retrieval is carried out in accordance with 
the above-mentioned procedure. 
[0118] When retrieval has finished, there appears a 
scope for displaying a retrieval result as illustrated in 
Fig. 14C. The scope illustrated in Fig. 14C shows that 
the part "HDD" contains copper by 15 grams and lead 
by 114 grams. 

[0119] When "Node Data" is selected in the scope 
illustrated in Fig. 14A, there appears such a scope as 
illustrated in Fig. 15A. Similarly to the above-mentioned 
structure data, it is possible to select an amount of 
object material in all steps or in a particular step(s), and 
further select an environmental load subject to be 
retrieved. The scope illustrated in Fig. 15A shows that 
data about both an amount of carbon dioxide emission 
and power consumption in all fabrication steps is to be 
retrieved. 

[01 20] Fig. 1 56 illustrates a scope in which a result of 
the above-mentioned retrieval is displayed. The scope 
illustrated in Fig. 156 shows that an amount of carbon 
dioxide emission is 2 kilograms, and power consump- 
tion is 12.0 kWh per a product throughout all steps of 
fabricating an object product. 

Claims 

1 . A method of assessing one of total environmental 
load of an object product and an amount of each of 
constituents of an object product characterized by 
the steps of: 

(a) collecting first data about environmental 
load at each of locations at which nodes relat- 
ing to the object product are to be carried out; 
and 

(b) retrieving the first data in accordance with a 
predetermined condition to thereby calculate 
the total environmental load or the amount of 
each of constituents. 

2. The method as set forth in claim 1 , wherein the first 
data further includes second data for retrieving data 
about environmental load of other node to which 
the each of nodes has a direct link, and wherein first 
data directly associated with the object product is 
retrieved in the step (b), 

the method further comprises: 



(c) recursively retrieving other first data about 
environmental load, based on second data 
included in the first data having been retrieved 
in the step (b);and 
s (d) calculating total environmental load, based 

on the first data having been retrieved in the 
steps (b) and (c). 

3. The method as set forth in claim 1 , wherein the first 
10 data further includes second data for retrieving data 

about environmental load of other node to which 
the each of nodes has a direct link, and third data 
indicative of an amount of the each of constituents 
at the each of nodes, and wherein first data directly 
is associated with the object product is retrieved in the 
step (b), 

the method further comprises: 

(c) recursively retrieving other first data about 
20 environmental load, based on second data 

included in the first data having been retrieved 
in the step (b); and 

(d) calculating an amount of the each of constit- 
uents, based on the first data having been 

25 retrieved in the steps (b) and (c). 

4. The method as set forth in any one of claims 1 to 3, 
wherein the first data is retrieved through a net- 
work. 

30 

5. An apparatus for assessing one of total environ- 
mental load of an object product and an amount of 
each of constituents of an object product, charac- 
terized by: 

35 

(a) at least one first unit (20) collecting first data 
about environmental load at each of nodes 
relating to the object product; and 

(b) a second unit (10) retrieving the first data 
40 stored in the first unit (20), and calculating the 

total environmental load of the object product 
or the amount of each of constituents of the 
object product, based on the first data. 

45 6. The apparatus as set forth in claim 5, wherein the 
apparatus includes a plurality of first units (20) each 
of which is located at each of locations at which 
nodes relating to the object product are to be car- 
ried out. 

50 

7. The apparatus as set forth in claim 5 or 6, wherein 
the second unit (10) is separately located from the 
first units (20). 

55 8. The apparatus as set forth in claim 6, further com- 
prising a network system (30) through which the 
first units (20) are connected to the second unit 
(10), 
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9. The apparatus as set forth in claim 5 or 6, wherein 
each of the first units (20) is comprised of: (a) an 
input section (21) through which the first data relat- 
ing to associated node is input into each of the first 
units (20); and (b) a data-storing section (22) stor- s 
ing the first data having been input through the 
input section (21). 

10. The apparatus as set forth in claim 9, wherein the 
second unit (10) is comprised of a data-retrieving 10 
section (12) which retrieves the first data stored in 
the data-storing section (22). 

11. The apparatus as set forth in claim 9, wherein the 
second unit (10) is comprised of: (a) an input sec- is 
tion (11) through which a condition for retrieving 
data is input into the first unit (20); (b) a data-retriev- 
ing section (12) which retrieves data stored in the 
data-storing section (22) of the first unit (20) in 
accordance with the condition; (c) an assessing 20 
section (13) which calculates total environmental 
load of the object product, based on the first data 
having been retrieved by the data-retrieving section 
(12); and (d) an output section (14) which outputs 
the total environmental load or an amount of each 25 
of constituents of an object product. 

12. The apparatus as set forth in claim 6, wherein the 
first data includes second data for retrieving data 
about environmental load of other node to which 30 
the each of nodes has a direct link, and wherein the 
second unit (10) retrieves the first data directly 
associated with the object product, in accordance 
with a predetermined condition, and recursively 
retrieves other first data about environmental load, 35 
based on second data included in the first data hav- 
ing been retrieved, to thereby calculate total envi- 
ronmental load or an amount of each of 
constituents of an object product. 

40 

13. The apparatus as set forth in claim 12, further com- 
prising: 

(a) a network system (30) through which the 
first units (20) are connected to the second unit 45 
(10); and 

(b) an address administration server (31) con- 
nected to the network system (30), the address 
administration server (31) dealing with a net- 
work address of one of the first units (20), so 
based on the second data. 

14. The apparatus as set forth in claim 12, wherein the 
second unit (10) is comprised of: 

55 

(a) a data-storing section (12a) storing the first 
data therein; 

(b) a data-retrieving section (22a) retrieving the 



first data; and 

(c) an assessing section (13a) assessing the 
total environmental load, based on the second 
data included in the first data having been 
retrieved. 
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